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HEALTHY DESIGN 
GUIDELINES

ECODISTRICT - overarching healthy design guidelines

PUBLIC & OPEN SPACE

STREET

SITE

BUILDING

Guidelines focus on social 
mixing, active recreation, 
multi-modal transit, healthy 
landscapes, & safety 

Guidelines focus on traffic 
calming, pedestrian-focused 
design, wayfinding, & multi-
modal transit 

Guidelines focus on community 
gardening, social spaces, 
outdoor access & recreation, & 
unit variety 

Guidelines focus on ground 
floor activity & programming, 
active stairs, & biophillic 
principles

The Sun Valley Healthy Living Initiative (HLI) 
focuses action around health determinants 
in the built environment and areas that the 
Denver Housing Authority can influence that 
have been proven to increase healthy choices. 
The (HLI) puts public health research and data 
to work, side by side with resident experience, 
to drive decisions in the Sun Valley EcoDistrict 
(SVED) redevelopment process and improve 
opportunities for healthy living. A Baseline Needs 
Assessment report and a Healthy Living Action 
Campaigns document precede and inform these 
Design Guidelines, which focus on specific built 
environment strategies for new development in 
the EcoDistrict.

Design Guidelines are categorized into four main  
areas: Public & Open Space, Site, Street, and 
Building, and intend to act as a health-focused 
supplement to overall Sun Valley EcoDistrict 
design guidelines. Graphic guidelines per 
category are followed by resources and partner 
indexes for each, that connect back to the HLI 
Health Action Campaigns document.

Locate Affordable & fresh foods / grocery 
stores within walking distance

Provide spaces and programs that foster 
social connections for youth

Provide space and programs for health care 
and classes. Include physical and behavioral 
health offerings

Incorporate incubator space for small 
businesses & startups, prioritizing existing 
residents within the space

Incorporate Food-related programming via 
grow garden; food service classes; healthy & 
culturally relevant cooking classes

Provide space for job services & training 
programs within new development

Include A Variety of design and home choices

Target >10% universally-designed residential 
units throughout development

Incorporate art in first/early construction 
phases

Create temporary murals and interactive 
art installations with residents  during 
construction and relocation process

Involve residents & youth in the phased 
design of the development.  Test design and 
engagement strategies for best practices.

Reduce parking hardscape; design parking to 
mitigate heat w/ stadium redevelopment
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Public & 
Open 
Space
HEALTHY
DESIGN 
GUIDE-
LINES:

Integrate indoor / outdoor quiet and 
contemplative spaces throughout the 
development

Promote social mixing through design of 
public spaces & residential buildings

Create intergenerational spaces through 
program combinations & public space access

Accommodate on-site transit to access 
health services, consider van services

Increase urban canopy cover in the district 
by (15)%, focusing on hotspots; incorporate 
high-albedo roofing, & limit impervious site 
surfaces to reduce urban heat islands

Select trees that promote shade, pollutant 
uptake, air filtration, and meet CPTED visibility 
guidelines 

Provide safety improvements and lighting for 
South Platte Trail

Separate areas for bikes and pedestrians, 
path widths to account for strollers, 
wheelchairs, larger families

Ensure equal access and experience to 
all public & open spaces through design, 
including accessible trails and auditory 
wayfinding

Incorporate open sight lines in open space 
designs

Consult with community about lighting in 
public spaces, consider safety in lighting 
design

During construction, maintain access to 
existing playground, community center, and 
trail along river

During construction, provide temporary 
public spaces and playgrounds

Guidelines focus on 
social mixing, active 
recreation, multi-modal 
transit, healthy landscapes, & safety 
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Street
HEALTHY
DESIGN 
GUIDE-
LINES

Guidelines focus 
on traffic calming, 
pedestrian-focused design, 
wayfinding, & multi-modal transit 
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Implement traffic calming and control 
measures at hot spots. Prioritize Riverfront 
Drive near school and intersections at 9th, 
11th, 13th, and Decatur.  Address speeds, street 
width at crossings, and street lane design

Control speeds entering new neighborhood 
through design.

Include tactile and auditory wayfinding at 
key intersections and public spaces

Incorporate spaces for bike sharing and bike 
transit at strategic points in the development

Prioritize safe pedestrian / bicycle 
connections; design pedestrian-focused 
Federal Blvd. crossings

Improve access to Southwest and Westside 
Health Clinic

Prioritize pedestrian design & new bridge 
across the river, with regional ped/bike 
connections to Auraria campus and 
downtown

During construction, maintain pedestrian 
rights of way, bike lane with special attention 
to safety along river 

During construction, provide temporary 
retail or parking spaces as needed
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Site
HEALTHY
DESIGN 
GUIDE-
LINES

Guidelines focus on 
community gardening, 
social spaces, outdoor 
access & recreation, & unit variety 
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Incorporate  community space and play/
outdoor spaces on each building site

Incorporate community garden space into 
each block design

Provide shared sports and recreation 
equipment within building-specific green 
space

Explore options for health services on site, 
at all scales, including temporary clinics 
(Van Services)

Reduce parking hardscape; design parking to 
mitigate heat

Design community gardens as spaces for 
mental restoration; use food and garden 
programming to connect residents

Include A Variety of design and home type 
choices

Avoid locating gardens near major 
roadways to avoid exposure to soil pollution

Design for inclusion via retail mix, location 
of services & community spaces
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Building
HEALTHY
DESIGN 
GUIDE-
LINES

Guidelines focus on 
ground floor activity 
and programming, active 
stairs, and biophilic principles
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Activate proposed facades in accordance with 
façade activation analysis and plan

Plan ground floor spaces that have clear 
glazing and can accommodate regular 
programming

Prioritize culturally relevant first floor 
tenants; consider incentives

Prioritize existing resident-owned businesses 
for ground floor retail in new development; 
consider incentives

Plan spaces that can accommodate health 
related classes / programs

Incorporate culturally based public art and 
markers at ground floor tenants and in 
public spaces

Design and prominently locate active stairs 
in buildings; incorporate Center for Active 
Design ‘Building Design Checklist’ 

Incorporate biophilic design principles into 
design, including spaces of refuge

Provide views to nature from both private and 
public spaces

Ensure adequate daylighting of interior spaces

Reduce toxicant exposure through materials 
selection; focus on high-exposure indoor and 
outdoor areas

Target >10% universally-designed residential 
units in the building

Participate in and/or reference HAMP (Healthy 
Affordable Materials Project) in material 
selection for DHA development

Include areas suited for technology & 
computer literacy training, with space for 
shared computer use

use Appropriate material / color choices for 
‘calm’ spaces  
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Public & Open Space
HEALTHY DESIGN GUIDELINES & RESOURCES:

ACTIONS STRATEGY CATEGORY PARTNERS RESOURCES CAMPAIGN
Integrate indoor / outdoor quiet and 
contemplative spaces throughout 
the development

Design for mental 
restoration & stress 
reduction

SVED, OACD ULI  Building 
Healthy Places 
Toolkit

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

Promote social mixing through 
design of public spaces & 
residential buildings

Reduce social isolation SVED, OACD Gehl Public Life 
Diversity Toolkit

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

Create intergenerational spaces 
through program combinations & 
public space access

Reduce social isolation Denver Arts and 
Venues, SVED, 
OACD

Toronto Growing 
Up Guide; Green 
Enterprise Comm. 

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

Accommodate on-site transit to 
access health services

Increase access to 
health care

CSU Institute for 
the Built Environ-
ment

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

Increase urban canopy cover in 
the district by (x)%, focusing on 
hotspots; incorporate high-albedo 
roofing, & limit impervious site 
surfaces to reduce urban heat 
islands

Reduce outdoor health 
hazards & chronic 
respiratory and heat 
stressors

CIRC Partners-
-CU Denver, 
Austin Troy; CSU 
Institute for the 
Built Environ-
ment (IBE), Den-
ver Urban Field 
Station 

SITES 4.9 ; LEED 
SS Credit - Heat 
Island Reduction

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Select trees that promote shade, 
pollutant uptake, air filtration, and 
meet CPTED visibility guidelines 

Reduce outdoor health 
hazards & chronic 
respiratory and heat 
stressors

CSU IBE, Den-
ver Urban Field 
Station, Center 
for Urban Forest 
Research

Denver Forestry 
Dept.; CPTED 
Guidelines; EPA

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Ensure equal access and experience 
to all public & open spaces through 
design, including accessible trails 
and auditory wayfinding

Ergonomic / universal 
design

SVED SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Separate areas for bikes and 
pedestrians, path widths to 
account for strollers, wheelchairs, 
larger families

Active design strate-
gies for open space, 
buildings, and streets

SVED NACTO Street 
Design Guide

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Incorporate open sight lines in open 
space designs

CPTED SVED CPTED Guidelines SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Consult with community about 
lighting in public spaces, consider 
safety in lighting design

CPTED SVED, DHA CPTED Guidelines; 
ULI Healthy 
Places Best 
Practices

SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Provide safety improvements and 
lighting for South Platte Trail

Crime reduction Bike Denver SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

During construction, maintain 
access to existing playground, 
community center, and trail along 
river

Maintain active play 
and transit options 
during construction

SVED Project for Public 
Spaces ;  Tactical 
Urbanism

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

During construction, provide 
temporary public spaces and 
playgrounds

Maintain active play 
and transit options 
during construction

SVED Project for Public 
Spaces ;  Tactical 
Urbanism

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/Building-Healthy-Places-Toolkit.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/Building-Healthy-Places-Toolkit.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/Building-Healthy-Places-Toolkit.pdf
https://gehlinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/20160301_Public-Life-Diversity-Toolkit-V2_HighQuality-1.pdf
https://gehlinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/20160301_Public-Life-Diversity-Toolkit-V2_HighQuality-1.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2017/pg/bgrd/backgroundfile-103920.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2017/pg/bgrd/backgroundfile-103920.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/download?fid=883&nid=3872%2520
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/download?fid=883&nid=3872%2520
http://www.sustainablesites.org/certification-guide
https://www.usgbc.org/node/2613950?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/sustainable-sites
https://www.usgbc.org/node/2613950?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/sustainable-sites
https://www.usgbc.org/node/2613950?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/sustainable-sites
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/747/documents/forestry/dpr_street-tree-guide.pdf
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/747/documents/forestry/dpr_street-tree-guide.pdf
http://www.cptedsecurity.com/cpted_design_guidelines.htm
http://www.cptedsecurity.com/cpted_design_guidelines.htm
https://www.epa.gov/research
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
http://www.cptedsecurity.com/cpted_design_guidelines.htm
http://www.cptedsecurity.com/cpted_design_guidelines.htm
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/Building-Healthy-Places-Toolkit.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/Building-Healthy-Places-Toolkit.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/Building-Healthy-Places-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.pps.org/article/lighter-quicker-cheaper
https://www.pps.org/article/lighter-quicker-cheaper
http://tacticalurbanismguide.com/guides/
http://tacticalurbanismguide.com/guides/
https://www.pps.org/article/lighter-quicker-cheaper
https://www.pps.org/article/lighter-quicker-cheaper
http://tacticalurbanismguide.com/guides/
http://tacticalurbanismguide.com/guides/
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Street
HEALTHY DESIGN GUIDELINES & RESOURCES:

ACTIONS STRATEGY CATEGORY PARTNERS RESOURCES CAMPAIGN
Implement traffic calming and 
control measures at hot spots. 
Prioritize Riverfront Drive near 
school and intersections at 9th, 
11th,13th, and Decatur.  Address 
speeds, street width at crossings, 
and street design

Street safety & mobility DHA, DPD, 
BikeDenver,City 
of Denver Public 
Works

NACTO Street 
Design Guide 

SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Control speeds entering new 
neighborhood through design.

Street safety & mobility DHA,City of Den-
ver Public Works

NACTO St Design 
Guide ; Active 
Design Guidelines

SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Include tactile and auditory 
wayfinding at key intersections and 
public spaces

Ergonomic / universal 
design

SVED, CDOT Center for Active 
Design Guide-
lines, 2.1

SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Incorporate spaces for bike sharing 
and bike transit at strategic points 
in the development

Active design 
strategies for open 
space, buildings, and 
streets

BikeDenver, Bicy-
cle Colorado

Center for Active 
Design Guide-
lines, 2.1

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Prioritize safe pedestrian / bicycle 
connections; design pedestrian-fo-
cused Federal Blvd. crossings

Street safety & mobility City of Denver 
Public Works

NACTO St Design 
Guide ; Active 
Design Guidelines

SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Improve access to Southwest and 
Westside Health Clinic

Increase access to 
health care

CSU Institute for 
the Built Environ-
ment

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

Prioritize pedestrian design & 
new bridge across the river, with 
regional ped/bike connections to 
Auraria campus and downtown

Transit connections 
to livelihoods & higher 
education

SVED, West Col-
fax BID; Stadium 
District; Walk-
Denver, Auraria 
Campus 

NACTO Street 
Design Guide

OPPORTU-
NITY FOR ALL

During construction, maintain 
pedestrian rights of way, bike lane 
with special attention to safety 
along river 

Maintain active play 
and transit options 
during construction

SVED, OACD, 
CDOT, Denver 
Transit Authority

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

During construction, provide 
temporary retail or parking spaces 
as needed

Small business sup-
port, existing resident 
businesses

SVED, OACD OPPORTU-
NITY FOR ALL

https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
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Site
HEALTHY DESIGN GUIDELINES & RESOURCES:

ACTIONS STRATEGY CATEGORY PARTNERS RESOURCES CAMPAIGN
Incorporate  community space 
and play/outdoor spaces on each 
building site

Active design 
strategies for open 
space, buildings, and 
streets

EarthLinks, 
Denver Urban 
Gardens (DUG)

Green Enterprise 
Communities 
Criteria, Credit 
7.14

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Incorporate community garden 
space into each block design

Increase access to 
healthy food choices

Denver Botanic 
Gardens, Denver 
Urban Gardens

Green Enterprise 
Communities 
Criteria, Credit 
7.14

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Provide shared sports and 
recreation equipment within 
building-specific green space

Increase access to 
fitness programs & 
cardiovascular health 
opportunities

SVED, OACD HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Explore options for health services 
on site, at all scales, including 
temporary clinics (Van Services)

Increase access to 
preventative care

DHA, Westside 
Clinic, Southwest 
Family Health 
Center, Rude 
Recreation Cen-
ter Denver Transit

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Reduce parking hardscape; design 
parking to mitigate heat

Reduce outdoor health 
hazards & chronic 
respiratory and heat 
stressors

CSU Institute 
for the Built 
Environment

SITES 4.9; LEED 
SS Credit-Open 
Space;  EPA

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Design community gardens as 
spaces for mental restoration; use 
food and garden programming to 
connect residents

Connect residents 
through programs & 
events

Denver Botanic 
Gardens, Denver 
Urban Gardens

Green Enterprise 
Communities 
Criteria, Credit 
7.14 

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

Avoid locating gardens near major 
roadways to avoid exposure to soil 
pollution

Reduce outdoor health 
hazards & chronic 
respiratory and heat 
stressors

CU Denver Fall 
Studio / CIRC 
Partners

CAFEH Tufts 
University

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Design for inclusion via retail mix, 
location of services & community 
spaces

Small business support, 
existing resident 
businesses

SVED, DHARS Urban 
Displacement 
Project

OPPORTU-
NITY FOR ALL

Variety of design and home type 
choices

Anti-displacement SVED, DHA LEED ND LT 3.6 SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
http://www.sustainablesites.org/certification-guide
https://www.usgbc.org/node/2613950?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/sustainable-sites
https://www.usgbc.org/node/2613950?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/sustainable-sites
https://www.usgbc.org/node/2613950?return=/credits/new-construction/v4/sustainable-sites
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/sites/default/files/media-library/solutions-and-innovation/green/ecp-2015-criteria-manual-11-15.pdf
https://sites.tufts.edu/cafeh/
https://sites.tufts.edu/cafeh/
http://www.urbandisplacement.org/
http://www.urbandisplacement.org/
http://www.urbandisplacement.org/
https://www.usgbc.org/node/1731598?view=language
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Building
HEALTHY DESIGN GUIDELINES & RESOURCES:
ACTIONS STRATEGIES PARTNERS RESOURCES CAMPAIGN
Activate proposed facades in 
accordance with façade activation 
analysis and plan

CPTED SVED, OACD Gehl Public Life 
Survey

SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Plan ground floor spaces 
that have clear glazing and 
can accommodate regular 
programming

CPTED SVED, DHA Gehl Public Life 
Diversity Toolkit

SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Incorporate culturally based public 
art and markers at ground floor 
tenants and in public spaces

Art, cultural expres-
sions

YEA ArtsStreet, 
Denver A&V

SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Design and prominently locate 
active stairs in buildings; 
incorporate Center for Active 
Design ‘Building Design Checklist’ 

Active design strate-
gies for open space, 
buildings, and streets

SVED, OACD, 
Denver Office of 
Arts & Venues, 
Arts Street

Center for Active 
Design Checklist, 
3.1 & 3.2 

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Incorporate biophilic design 
principles into design, including 
spaces of refuge

Design for mental 
restoration & stress 
reduction

SVED, OACD Happy City ; 
SITES Credit 6.4 

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

Provide views to nature from both 
private and public spaces

Design for mental 
restoration & stress 
reduction

SVED, OACD LEED Credit - 
Quality Views

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

Ensure adequate daylighting of 
interior spaces

Design for mental 
restoration & stress 
reduction

SVED, OACD LEED Credit - 
Daylight

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

Target >10% universally-designed 
residential units in the building

Ergonomic / universal 
design

SVED SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Reduce toxicant exposure through 
materials selection; focus on high-
exposure indoor and outdoor areas

Reduce indoor health 
hazards & chronic 
stressors

CSU Institute for 
the Built Environ-
ment, EPA

Home Free HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Participate in and/or reference 
HAMP (Healthy Affordable 
Materials Project) in material 
selection for DHA development

Reduce indoor health 
hazards & chronic 
stressors

DHA, SVED, 
HAMP

Healthy Afford-
able Materials 
Project

HEALTHY & 
ACTIVE

Prioritize culturally relevant first 
floor tenants; consider incentives

Art, cultural expres-
sions

DHA, SVED SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE

Prioritize existing resident-owned 
businesses for ground floor retail 
in new development; consider 
incentives

Anti-displacement; 
Small business sup-
port, existing resident 
businesses

SVED, DHA Real 
Estate Dept.; Glen 
Harper, CIRC, 
SV Food Access 
Coll; Gates Family 
Foundation

SAFE & 
INCLUSIVE; 
OPPORTU-
NITY FOR ALL

Plan spaces that can accommodate 
health related classes / programs

Provide behavioral & 
mental health support

SVED, CIRC+ Uni-
versity Partners

Center for Active 
Design Checklist, 
3.9

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

Include areas suited for technology 
& computer literacy training, with 
space for shared computer use

Job & skills training Denver OED, 
DHARS

OPPORTU-
NITY FOR ALL

Appropriate material and color 
choices for ‘calm’ spaces 

Design for mental 
restoration & stress 
reduction

SVED, OACD Center for Health 
Design Know.

PAUSE & 
CONNECT

https://gehlinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/20160301_Public-Life-Diversity-Toolkit-V2_HighQuality-1.pdf
https://gehlinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/20160301_Public-Life-Diversity-Toolkit-V2_HighQuality-1.pdf
https://gehlinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/20160301_Public-Life-Diversity-Toolkit-V2_HighQuality-1.pdf
https://gehlinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/20160301_Public-Life-Diversity-Toolkit-V2_HighQuality-1.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://thehappycity.com/resources/happy-homes/nature-principle/
http://www.sustainablesites.org/certification-guide
https://www.usgbc.org/credits/healthcare/v4-draft/eqc-0
https://www.usgbc.org/credits/healthcare/v4-draft/eqc-0
https://www.usgbc.org/credits/healthcare/v4-draft/eqc-0
https://www.usgbc.org/credits/healthcare/v4-draft/eqc-0
https://homefree.healthybuilding.net/
http://healthymaterialshealthyhomes.org/
http://healthymaterialshealthyhomes.org/
http://healthymaterialshealthyhomes.org/
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf
https://www.healthdesign.org/knowledge-repository
https://www.healthdesign.org/knowledge-repository


SUN VALLEY HEALTHY LIVING Initiative

august 2018

Sun Valley 
Healthy Living 
Initiative Sample 
RFP Language—



SUN VALLEY HEALTHY LIVING Initiative

august 2018

Sun Valley 
Healthy Living 
Initiative 
SAMPLE RFP LANGUAGE

Incorporate the Sun Valley Healthy Living Initiative 
(SVHLI, *add link*) to improve resident health by 
promoting active lifestyles and healthy eating; increasing 
access to education, economic activity, and health care; 
considering safety and security; and building dynamic 
community spaces that foster inclusion, increased social 
cohesion, and a tightly knit neighborhood. 

ECODISTRICT
•	 Collaborate with previous Sun Valley design build 

teams, respective sub-contractors, DHA, community 
and other stakeholders establish project goals based 
on the Grow Healthy Priority Areas and Action 
Campaigns.

PUBLIC & OPEN SPACE
•	 Evaluate where community gardens and urban 

agriculture can take place. Avoid locating near major 
roadways.

•	 Design public spaces that enhance and promote 
community interaction and social mixing at the 
street level, ground floor, and within the building. 
Consider multi-generational and large families in 
design of spaces

•	 Consider safety and security in private and public 
spaces through clear sight lines and appropriate 
lighting. Incorporate CPTED strategies in all designs.

•	 Identify areas for public art to communicate 
the cultural identity of the community through 
opportunities for new, emerging, and established 
artists. Consider temporary art during construction 
and describe how art integrates into SVED Master 
Plan. Prioritize in ground floor spaces/retail.

•	 	 Establish a line item in the GMP that is 1% of the 	
GMP for the installation of public art in the phase

•	 Select trees that create significant shade and are 
capable of pollutant and particulate uptake.

•	 Maintain access to existing playgrounds, community 
center, and trails during construction. Provide 
temporary features if maintenance is not feasible. 

STREET
•	 Coordinate development with streetscape master 

plan to foster a pedestrian-focused community. 
Use traffic calming measures to address traffic “hot 
spots” identified in the SVHLI. Provide facilities for 
bicyclists and pedestrians.

BUILDING
•	 Ensure all units in each building can be visited by 

guests and residents who have physical disabilities 
or have limited mobility. Target (X%) universally 
designed units per residential building. 

•	 Deconstruction of existing DHA units: DHA has a 
goal that at least 60% of the demolition waste will 
be diverted from landfills. All asphalt shingles as 
well as all concrete floors, caseons and stairs shall 
be recycled. Re-use programs will be required, as 
determined by DHA and the selected team.

•	 Activate facades, especially first floor, in accordance 
with façade activation analysis and plan. See “SVHLI 
Campaign Action Maps.” (link)

•	 Plan ground floor spaces that have clear glazing 
and can accommodate regular DHA programming 
in accordance with “SVHLI Campaign Action Maps.” 
(link)

•	 Plan spaces for health-related classes or programs.
•	 Explore options for health services on site, at all 

scales, including temporary clinics.
•	 Plan for a variety of design and home choices in each 

building.
•	 Design and prominently locate active stairs in 

buildings and incorporate other Active Design 
Guidelines.

•	 Reduce toxicant exposure through materials 
selection; focus on high exposure indoor and outdoor 
areas. Participate in the Healthy Affordable Materials 
Project as a reference to guide materials selection. 

•	 Incorporate spaces for respite and refuge in the 
project by incorporating biophilic design principles, 
simple and “calm” color palettes, and materials that 
are coordinated with Sun Valley design guidelines. 

•	 Provide adequate daylighting and views to nature for 
interior spaces and units.

•	 Incorporate high-albedo roofing, green roofs per 
Denver Green Roof Initiative, or Solar panels.


